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The piece of apparel entitled Vestal Masturbation (Cradle Of Filth T-Shirt ) is classified as: 
Objectionable. 


tmp2F7 






The injury to the public good that is likely to be caused by the availability of this T-shirt 
originates from the manner in which it associates an aggressive and misogynistic meaning 
of the "harsh, bmtal and generally unacceptable" word "cunt" with Jesus Christ, and 
depicts an image of a chaste woman engaging in sexual activity. A lair interpretation of the 
messages conveyed by this T-shirt is that Christians should be vilified for their religious 
beliefs, and that women, including chaste and celibate women, cannot stop themselves 
engaging in sexual activity. The image on the front of the T-shirt read with the words on 
the front and back degrade and demean women in terms of s3(3)(c) of the Films, Videos, 
and Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act), and represent Christians as 
inherently inferior to other members of the public by reason of a characteristic that is a 
prohibited ground of discrimination specified in the Human Rights Act 1993, namely 
religious belief, in terms of s3(3)(e) of the FVPC Act. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has been balanced against the criteria as 
discussed in s3(3)(c) and s3(3)(e) of the FVPC Act. The publication is considered to 
degrade, dehumanise and demean the woman depicted, and women more generally, to 
such an extent and degree that the availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to 
the public good. The publication also represents Christians as inherently inferior by reason 
of their religious beliefs to such an extent and degree that the availability of the publication 
is likely to be injurious to the public good. The classification given to this publication 
represents the minimum interference with freedom of expression that is consistent with 
preventing likely injury to the public good. 
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